Drug evaluation: tesetaxel--an oral semisynthetic taxane derivative.
Daiichi Sankyo Co Ltd (formerly Daiichi Seiyaku Co Ltd) was developing the oral semisynthetic taxane derivative tesetaxel for the potential treatment of cancer, including colorectal and gastric cancer. However, despite early signs of promise, in November 2006 tesetaxel was removed from Daiichi's development pipeline for failure to show clear benefit over existing, currently marketed agents for cancer chemotherapy.